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Press Release

“Protecting Children from Tobacco Industry Inference” A Seminar Organized by Drug-De-
Addiction Cell/ Psychological cell, GDCW Kathua

In an effort to raise awareness about the harmful effects of tobacco and protect the younger generation
from its dangerous effects, the Drug-De-Addiction Cell/ Psychological cell of Government Degree
College for Women (GDCW), Kathua, in collaboration with Global Human Rights Trust (GHRT) under
the aegis of IQAC organized an impactful seminar on March 11, 2025 titled “Protecting Children from
Tobacco Industry Inference.”The programme was organised under the able guidance of incharge Principal
of the college Prof. Seema Jolly.

Dr. Renu ,convener of the cell delivered the welcome address warmly welcoming the guests Dr. H.R.
Rehman, Chairman of GHRT India, a renowned expert in the field of public health and drug de-addiction
and Dr Narender Kumar, working president of GHRT India.

The keynote speaker for the event was Dr. H.R. Rehman, Chairman of GHRT India, a renowned expert in
the field of public health and drug de-addiction. Dr. Rehman delivered a powerful address on the
manipulative strategies employed by tobacco companies to lure young minds into addiction, urging the
importance of a comprehensive strategy for education and advocacy to combat this issue.

The seminar saw the active participation of students, faculty members, experts, and activists, all gathered
to discuss the growing concern of tobacco-related products being targeted at children and youth by the
tobacco industry.A declamation contest was also organised on the occasion. A total of ten students
participated in the competition. The students highlighted the increasing use of tobacco and nicotine
products among adolescents, the role of peer pressure, and the psychological aspects that make young
people susceptible to tobacco use. The first prize was backed by Ms Lakshmi while the second and third
prize went to Ms Muskan and Ms Tania respectively.

Dr. Inderjeet Kaur, and Dr. Deepshikha Sharma acted as the jury members of the competition. Prof.
Paramijeet played the important role in making the event successful. Members of the cell Dr Sonika
Jasrotia, Dr Ajay Sanotra and Dr Surekha Rani actively participated during the function. The other faculty
members present in the function were Dr Pratiyogita Sharma, Dr Tezinder Kaur , Dr Anupam Manuhaar
were also present on the occasion. The seminar concluded with a vote of thanks from Dr Syed Naser Ali
Shah, co convener of the cell.
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